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MAKING CHARACTERS MEMORABLE

• Interview your character.

• Describe a photograph or painting in
character's voiced

Write a scene from the POV of another
character in your book.

Often, one character will see something
another character doesn 't.

Write a letter from one of your characters to
another. *w.
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IN iRVI EWING YOUR CHARAC1 !R

• Write down several questions to ask.

• Close your eyes and imagine sitting with the character. Imagine
the setting - sights, sounds, smells.

• Carry on a conversation in your mind and .. .
• . write it down!

Record the conversation without lifting the pen from the page or
your fingers from the keyboard. Don't censor and don't edit. (This
often will develop into a short story.)

Pay attention to character's "voice" in dialogue and internalization.



QUESTIONS I ASKED NOBU

What have you been doing in the decade since The Red
Kimono?

Nobu replied, "I wanted to prove that I could move
beyond what we had been through during World War II."

I asked, "Prove to whom?" This led to the questions,
"How is your relationship your brother, Taro? With your
mother?"

Eventually, Nobu told me a secret that I didn't know
before the interview began. It added a whole new sub-
plot to the sequel.

• http://janmorrill.wordpress.com/2011 /08/05/happy-hour-with-
nobu/



INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
What or who are you afraid of?
Tell me something or someone who made you angry.
Tell me about something that made you happy.
What kind of music do you like to listen to, and what does it remind you of?
Tell me about a time someone teased you as a child.
Have you loved and lost?
If you had one day left on earth, who would you want to spend it with?
Tell me a secret, either about yourself or someone else.
Who would you like to tell you a secret?
If you could be a fly on the wall, where would that wall be?
What's your favorite and least favorite chore?
Who do you need to forgive?
Which of your physical characteristics do you wish you could change?
What part of who you are would you change?
What do your friends think is your greatest attribute? What do you think is?
What do your friends not know about you? Why haven't you shared this?
What are you running away from?
Who is your greatest foe?
What haunts you?



DESCRIBE A PAINTING OR PHOTO

• Be sure to use your character's voice.

What memories does the photo evoke?

What feelings?

What senses?

Pay attention to character's "voice" in
dialogue and internalization.





Secrets I Learned
Interviewing My Characters

• Sachi told me something about Papa that changed the
story of THE RED KIMONO.

• And that her first Japanese friend in camp, Sam, was her
first crush. Previously, I thought her friend was a girl.

• Jubie told me her father was also killed because of
racism. This created a bond between Sachi and Jubie.

Nobu told me a secret about Taro that created new
conflict and a sub-lot in the sequel. ^,
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Other Hints

Eavesdrop for ideas and to listen to how people "really" talk.

Use contractions in dialogue. Or don't.

Carry a notebook to write down every day things you see that
can be used in your character development.

Play music from your character's era to set the mood while
you write or interview.

Use "what if?"



.inks of Interest

Northwest Arkansas Writers Workshop:
http://www.nwawriters.org/
Ozarks Writers League Website:
http://www.ozarkswritersleague.org/
Ozarks Writers League President's Blog:
http://owlpresidentblog.wordpress.com/
Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc:
http://www.owfi.org/
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pen Blog:
http://sisterhoodofthetravelingpen.wordpress.com/
ArkansasWriters.com:
http://arkansaswriters.com/



I'd love to hear from you!
jymorrill@gmail. com

www.janmorrill.com


